Starting a
YPLD Chapter
Recruiting - 1st Meeting - Elections

3
Chapters in YPLD are the
individual units that work on the
local level and meet regularly.
There are 3 options for starting a
YPLD chapter: school, community,
or virtual.

School Chapter
1. Find at least 1 other interested student, if not
more.
2. Find a school sponsor, and share your plans for
your club with them. If you cannot find a
sponsor, this may complicate your chapter's
status , but all clubs are covered by the Equal
Access Act, which you can find in the appendix.
3. Collaborate with your sponsor to ensure your
chapter has administrative approval and follows
the rules for extracurriculars.
4. Register your chapter at the YPLD website.
Your state president will reach out to you to help
establish your chapter.
5. Hold your first meeting during the school day or
after school. More info on first meetings below!

Community
Chapter
1. Find 1 other interested high school student in
your town, if not more.
2. Contact your YPLD president or chair to
connect with a nearby DFLA member as your
advisor. If you do not have a DFLA chapter in the
area, you will need to find an advisor
independently. An advisor is highly
recommended, but not necessary.
3. Establish a time and place for your meetings-- a
flyer to advertise and gain members is below
this pdf on the YPLD website.
4. Register your chapter at the YPLD website.
Your state president will reach out to you to help
you establish your chapter.

Virtual Chapter
1. If you live in a rural area or state, or you can’t
find enough pro-life people in your area, then
an online chapter might work best for you.
2. Pick a communication platform to use, such
as Slack, Discord, or Microsoft Teams.
3. Pick a platform for video or audio meetings,
such as Zoom or Google Meet.
4. Register your chapter as a virtual chapter.
You will have to answer a few additional
questions.
5. Set a time to meet using your video platform,
and have your first meeting.

The 1st Meeting

We have 4 steps for your first meeting to be a success.

1 Introduce - Introduce yourself and any
co-founders, and then have each
member introduce themselves. Think
of this as an icebreaker-- you could
even incorporate a get-to-know-you
activity.

2 Explain - Explain why you started this
club, and what being a pro-life
Democrat means to you. Try to inspire
other members.

The 1st Meeting

We have 4 steps for your first meeting to be a success.

Explain the structure of YPLD at
3 Informthe national, state, and chapter level. Share
your tentative plans for the club-- the
opportunities, events, and change you hope
to see. At the end of the meeting, share the
time and date of your next meeting, and
pass around a contact sheet or create a
method of communication such as a
GroupMe.

4 Remember, there are no stupid questions!
Inquiries- Ask if anyone has questions.

Thank you for your interest
in starting a chapter, and
the YPLD national team
and state branches are here
to support you.

Don't Forget!
At the end of the meeting, If they
want to join YPLD, make sure they
fill out the membership form on
the YPLD website.
At your next meeting, you will
need to hold an election to select a
chapter president. Make sure the
process is confidential-- you can
use an online service or paper slips
for privacy.

Appendix
- Equal Access Act
- Find a DFLA Chapter

Equal Access Act

Education Chapter 52, Education for Economic Security
Subchapter VIII 20 U.S. Codes 4071 - Denial of Equal Access
prohibited VIII

(a) Restriction of limited open forum on basis of
religious, political, philosophical, or other speech
content prohibited
It shall be unlawful for any public secondary
school which receives Federal financial
assistance and which has a limited open forum to
deny equal access or a fair opportunity to, or
discriminate against, any students who wish to
conduct a meeting within that limited open forum
on the basis of the religious, political,
philosophical, or other content of the speech at
such meetings.
(b) “Limited open forum” defined
A public secondary school has a limited open
forum whenever such school grants an offering
to or opportunity for one or more noncurriculum
related student groups to meet on school
premises during noninstructional time.

Equal Access Act
c) Fair opportunity criteria
Schools shall be deemed to offer a fair
opportunity to students who wish to conduct
a meeting within its limited open forum if
such school uniformly provides that—
(1 )the meeting is voluntary and studentinitiated;
(2) there is no sponsorship of the meeting by
the school, the government, or its agents or
employees;
(3) employees or agents of the school or
government are present at religious
meetings only in a nonparticipatory capacity;
(4) the meeting does not materially and
substantially interfere with the orderly
conduct of educational activities within the
school; and
(5) nonschool persons may not direct,
conduct, control, or regularly attend activities
of student groups.
(

Equal Access Act

d) Construction of subchapter with respect to
certain rights
Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed to
authorize the United States or any State or
political subdivision thereof—
(1 )to influence the form or content of any prayer
or other religious activity;
(2) to require any person to participate in prayer
or other religious activity;
(3) to expend public funds beyond the incidental
cost of providing the space for student-initiated
meetings;
(4) to compel any school agent or employee to
attend a school meeting if the content of the
speech at the meeting is contrary to the beliefs
of the agent or employee;
(5) to sanction meetings that are otherwise
unlawful;
(6) to limit the rights of groups of students which
are not of a specified numerical size; or
(7) to abridge the constitutional rights of any
person.
(

Equal Access Act
(e) Federal financial assistance to schools
unaffected
Notwithstanding the availability of any other
remedy under the Constitution or the laws of
the United States, nothing in this subchapter
shall be construed to authorize the United
States to deny or withhold Federal financial
assistance to any school.
(f) Authority of schools with respect to order,
discipline, well-being, and attendance
concerns
Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed
to limit the authority of the school, its agents or
employees, to maintain order and discipline on
school premises, to protect the well-being of
students and faculty, and to assure that
attendance of students at meetings is
voluntary.

Find a DFLA Chapter
Click here to see a list of Democrats
for Life of America state chapters.

